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AP World History

1. Describe the situation that led to the Communist Revolution in Russia.

Russia’s very poor economy and little food for its people led to riots and strikes in St. Petersburg in March 1917.  The rioters reached revolutionary proportions and demanded more food as well as a new political regime.  They ousted the tsar and his ministers and thus ending the long period of imperial rule.  The Russian people saw Communism as a good solution to their poverty since it would bring everyone equal, and hopefully sufficient, amounts of goods.  

2. How close was the practice of Communism in Russia to the theory created by Marx?

Russian Communism was very similar to the theory created by Marx.  Russian Communism followed Marx’s beliefs that everyone should obtain the same amount of goods and everyone should benefit the same luxuries.

3. In Depth Questions:

1. How did 20th-century revolutions compare with liberal Western revolutions from 1789 to 1848?

Many revolutions throughout the world in the 20th-century were liberal Western revolutions, while there were others such as Russia’s Communist revolution.  In the liberal Western revolutions from 1789 to 1848 and the 20th-century revolutions, the revolting people were mostly peasants or other people who the lower class composed of.  Revolutions often occurred during a time of change, and revolting groups either demanded a halt in the change or that the change be more rapid.

2. Why did Marxism prove to be such an important revolutionary ideology in the 20th-century context?

The poor people of the lower class who began the revolutions agreed with the Marxist ideology because it would help them somewhat rise in status.  Marxism would eliminate the class system and would result in everyone being viewed as middle class.  The people who revolted had nothing to lose from the revolution and could only rise into the middle class if they were successful.

3. Will revolutions affect other societies in the 21st century?

Revolutions are sure to affect other societies in the 21st century because revolutions have existed all throughout time and will until every person on Earth is satisfied with the way things are (which will most likely never happen).  The 21st century probably won’t be different from every other century and there will be groups of people around the world that are unhappy with their current government and seek reform.

4. Are there reasons to believe that the causes of the 20th-century revolutionary movement are exhausted?

The causes of 20th-century revolutionary movements were frequently mentioned however not necessarily exhausted.  Revolutions result in radical changes and many times a large amount of people suffer because of them.  Analyzing the causes of revolution can prevent them from reoccurring and help reach happiness for a greater amount of people. 

4.
Describe Stalin’s Collectivization programs.

Stalin’s Collectivization programs created large, state run governments rather

than individual.  In this the farms would share scarce machinery and work 

together, rather than competing against each other.  Collectivization never 

became a huge success because those peasants who agreed with

Collectivization were never very motivated and those who disagreed with

Collectivization sooner killed their livestock than hand it over to the Soviet 

government.

5.
How did the 5-year plans change the Soviet economy?

The 5-year plans changed the Soviet economy in a variety of ways.  Following 

this plan, the Soviet Union became independent from Western societies while

creating a role as an industrial power.  The 5-year plans set industrial goals and

created many different types of factories.  With this plan in action the economy

had a rapid spur at its onset. 

6.
Why was Stalin’s rule considered totalitarian?

Stalin’s rule was considered totalitarian because his government controlled

every aspect of the Soviet society.  Stalin even went as far as executing 

opponents of his government.

7.
Why were there uprisings in East Germany and Hungary?

Workers from East Germany and Hungary were unhappy with the tight control 

and imposition of the Soviets while they monitored other countries who 

participated in the Warsaw Pact.  Some tried to begin a revolution against the 

Soviets, while other fled to West Germany.  A new regime in Hungary arose and

opposed the Soviets but were quickly crushed.  The migration to West Germany

was halted when the Berlin Wall was built and other escape from West Germany

was also halted by barbed wire fences and armed patrol.

8.
Why did the Soviets feel the need to create their own type of art?

Being that art is a common form of propaganda, the Soviets demanded all art

express Communist beliefs.  Art was monitored to make sure it was pro-

Communism and all people found creating anti-Communism art were punished 

severely and the art was usually destroyed.

9.
How did Khrushchev change life in the USSR?

Khrushchev changed life in the USSR by decentralizing decision making in the 

government.  Political trials became less common, and the most overt police 

repression eased.  A few intellectuals were allowed to raise new issues, dealing 

with the purges and other Stalinist excesses.
10.
What were the biggest problems facing the USSR at the end of the 1980s?

Workers in the USSR lacked motivation because they saw no reason to be working hard.  In the late 80s, many Russians suffered from alcoholism, which also burdened work performance.  The youth of the USSR desired Western culture and found it in rock music and blue jeans.    
